
THEMES AND DOMAINS

EXPERTS  and RESOURCES

DEBATE

RESEARCH QUESTION

TRAILS
CONTEXT & NETWORK 

Mapping Change
With clearer lines of enquiry I am starting to make 
sense of what my changing context has to offer. 
My network is something that needs work, 
especially in the Netherlands which I aim to fix by 
by familiarising myself with the surrounding 
debates and identifying more possible experts. 

To share the inherent circularity of 
indigenous technologies and ways 
of making in order to co-create 
modern and sustainable textile 
design and production.

Overarching:

Indigenous Technologies

Ways of Making

Textile innovation

Co-design

Sustainability

Personal connection:

Embroidery

Natural Dyeing

Weaving

Patchwork

Carpentry

Facilitation

Storytelling

What is indigneous tech and how 
does it link to sustainability?

The importance of storytelling from a 
sustainability persepective.

What universal or new methods can 
be replicated in more rural settings.

The following are people or organisations 
where I see possibility for access 
and opportunity.

Djamila De Sousa & Wacy Zacharias 
- Karingana Wa Karingana & Woogui
Sustainable practices, heritage and 
textile innovations - African indigenous 
technologies

WAAG - a creative research lab combining 
digital fabrication processes, crafts 
techniques, textiles knowledge and 
material research into relevant 
opportunities for the textile, fashion and 
material fields and how these affect the 
way we work together towards change.

Ivo Vrouwe - collectiing Dutch indigenous 
techniques to pass on to the future 
generation.

Marian Counihan - City Central Groningen 
- focussed on socially engaged, 
interdisciplinary projects which further 
inclusive and sustainable society in a 
globalised context.

The stories that come with indigenous ways of making hold insights that 
could lead to more sustainable practices. Many of these narratives are lost 
or simply deemed unimportant because of implications it might have on the 
current rate of production and in turn consumption.

The many facets of sustainability makes it hard to make sure that you can 
be sustainable in all areas, which battle do you chose?

How can we build bridges in order to collaboratively work better on a 
global scale? Do we talk about appropriation?
How do the current systems allow for growth in maker industries?
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Choose the right extreme 
for both axes and map out 
the network you want to 
work in. Place relevant  
themes, tags, concepts, 
designs, resources, partici-
pants and experts in the 
folder. 
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‘Modern’ Textile Innovation
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African Experts Dutch Experts Participants

Djamila De Sousa

Ista Boszhard

Wacy Zacarias

Pascale Theron

Genna Shrosbree

Ivo Vrouwe

Nadine Mollenkamp

Gera Bikker

Marit Van Der Kolk

Textiel Lab

Marian Counihan

Cecelia Raspanti

Dr. Mamadou Diawara

Overarching Domains

Indigenous Technologies

Textile innovation

Co-creation

Circularity

Ways of making:

Embroidery

Natural Dyeing

Weaving

Patchwork

Carpentry

Storytelling

Me

makers - Mozambique

makers - Netherlands

RESEARCH QUESTION

To share the inherent circularity of 
indigenous technologies and ways 
of making in order to co-create 
modern and sustainable textile 
design and production.



I used natural ingredients to dye 
natural textiles in order to create 
multifunctional, packaging that was 
not harmful to the planet. 

I explored how we can create colour 
from our surroundings. 

I then used the unexpected results to 
interpret a design.

I created all branding and retail 
deliverables according to these 
designs. 

This was a collab I did with a group of craftswomen in 
South Africa and a few creative friends. I came up with 
new products and also processes which helped them grow 
a more successfull business through collaborations.

I explored different ways of making new products, by 
identifying a certain practical issues identified by facilita-
tors. These issues lead to ideas and collaborations with 
various friends with various skillsets. 

I implemented sessions to look at progress and 
identify any new problems or questions. 
Group conversations lead to sharing of specific 
insights into my participant group in order to 
connect and be able to better understand their 
needs. 

Individual conversations gave me better under-
standing of each participant and this influenced 
actual designs in a later stage of the project.  

I physically explored embroidery as mending and 
not merely decorative. By giving this indegenous 
technology it a new context such as to fix some-
thing and not create something they really con-
nected with it. 

We explored using waste materials that could be 
found in their immediate environment. This was 
very insightful as I realised that the maker of the 
product has a connection and relationship to the 
materials that is probably different than that of 
the end user to product.  

I experimented with natural dyeing from the sea-
sonal produce from the surroundings to cut costs 
and to set up collaborations and supply chains 
that could continue even if I step out. 

Dyeing Lilies

Three heads are better than one

Loose Threads

Personally and professionally it has been a 
very introspective semester. It was a process 
of making sense of my ideas in a new personal 
context, but also redefining my real research 
and professional goals. 
 
I have identified relevant themes and impor-
tant domains to establish a more concrete re-
search direction. 
I have identified certain personal traits and in-
terests that through further explorations and 
study may help me in even further defining 
my professional role and research question.

The first semester I tried to navigate my re-
search question into a new context and now I 
need to deepen and adjust my approach ac-
cordingly.

I facilitated and guided conversations.
I am easily able to make links and keep a con-
versation going. From these interactions I had 
I was able to offer perceived value in one way 
or another to the participants. 

My actions often felt forced. I was trying to 
mould an interaction toward a certain goal and 
I could not make sense of in terms of relevance 
to the research. I need to destinguish between 
personal relection and research.

Research Methods - SEM 1

Transparency

KEYWORKS

I set up a call with two of my experts in Mozambique. It was a 
semi casual setting. 

I explained my new research direction and then the facilities I 
have access to hereI recorded it as a voice memo in order to 
be present throughout the conversation. I am working 
through all of the insights and finding connections to the 
same ideas in the Netherlands. 
This way I can run two lines of research along the same trail 
and see where they cross polinate.
 

After this call I started looking at ways that I can start exploring 
at home. I looked at what in my direct surrounding I could use 
with my skillset to do a quick and dirty iteration.

I started by exploring colour with the pigment from lily pollen. In 
the same explorative way lI want to ook at the ways of making I 
have identified.
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ORGANISATIONAL ABILITY

CREATIVE ABILITY

COMMUNICATIVE ABILITY
COLLABORATIVE ABILITY

INNOVATIVE ABILITY

CONTEXT AWARENESS

Creating Focus

RESEARCH ABILITYPROFESSIONAL ACTIONS

I really had trouble finding relevance in a new con-
text in the first semester. I did not want to reflect 
on the design methods I had tried because of this 
and only when looking back at work that I have 
donein the past was I able to pull out the essence 
of why I wanted to do this master. 
Opportunity and access. 

I am good at understanding big ideas, 
but have not been able to translate 
them into manageable actions. I see 
this in how long it has taken me to 
define my research queston up to this 
point

I am good at listening and hearing and 
taking into account the perspectives of 
other. Identifying the textile and maker 
domains gives me opportunity to ex-
plore my role within that space.

I am good at making relevant connec-
tion between people, ideas and oppor-
tunities, but I need to identify those 
before I can share them.

My new context gives me opportunity 
and access. I need to share this in 
some way that can empower the com-
munities of indigenous textile makers.
 

I always start with extensive desk 
research and then I research through 
doing and documenting.I need to 
better my showing and presentation 
therof in order to tell the story con-
tinuously.

I have always researched and kept 
many archives and then created a 
product or summary at the end. This 
could be a book or a composite ex-
plainer.

I need to make sure that what I docu-
ment daily and take notes of are rele-
vant to thenew context and trails in 
order to for example make a simple 
infographic of a simple idea.

I used natural ingredients to dye 
natural textiles in order to create 
multifunctional, packaging that was 
not harmful to the planet. 

I explored how we can create colour 
from our surroundings. 

I then used the unexpected results to 
interpret a design.

I created all branding and retail 
deliverables according to these 
designs. 

I was able to verbally communicate and set up simple tasks 
that could lead to insights and was able to easily explain to 
my participants how to partake and share the task with me. 

I struggle to stay on track as my mind always tends to go to the 
bigger umbrella ideas and wants to solve every problem. This has 
held me back in defining my purpose and role here.

I need to create a really specific set of goals and timeline for 
myself now in order to keep track of everything aswell. 

Up until now I dont feel like I have 
done much physical creating and 
this is an aspect that I really miss. 

I have looked at specific WDKA sta-
tions and the facilities they offered.

I have identified ways of making that 
I have a connection to and that are 
relevant to indigenous techonologies 
has given me a better idea of the 
kind of research I should be doing.

Where I can make and create, where 
I must facilitate and where I am just 
a spectator.

 

I am good at communicating in person. 
I have also always been a good writer, 
but without context it has been hard to 
make a narrative. 

I want to work on this competency in 
the next semester by coming up with 
some sort of media template to work 
with and how to most successfully 
document different processes and have 
itmake sense on my blog. 

My mind looks towards innovation in all 
directions. Being able to explore some of 
these either hands on or via online 
workshops and sharing will connect the 
dots between the right people, place and 
idea. 
This competency is something I will concen-
trate on more in the future as new methods 
and opportunities arise.

In the past I have been good at setting up the right circumstances for 
fruitful collaborations. Taking space, place, people materials etc into 
consideration. I have not been able to find a way to form relevant deeper 
collaborations yet. This is something I have to work on through working 
with my network in Mozambique and identifying a similar opportunity to 
run two tracks of collaborative textile research alongside one another 
and see where it cross polinates. I am looking at co-creating through 
celebrating indigenous ways of making for future sustainable textiles. 
I capture great imagery and can see how it would be translated at some 
point into design. This is something I want to explore interactively with 
participants.
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EXTERNAL PROGRAM


